IL.

Transforming Grace

Scripture Lesson

Romans 6:1-14 (ESV)

"What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? *By no
means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? *Do you not know that all of us who
have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? *We were buried
therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.

>For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with
him in a resurrection like his. *We know that our old self was crucified with him in order
that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved
to sin. ’For one who has died has been set free from sin. *Now if we have died with
Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. *We know that Christ, being raised
from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. '’For the
death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 'So you
also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

2L et not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. *Do not
present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to
God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as
instruments for righteousness. "*For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are
not under law but under grace.

Introduction

By no means! - “one of the strongest ways to repudiate or deny something in the Greek
language.”

Theo: You're a doctor and Mom's a lawyer, and you're both successful in everything and that's
great! But maybe [ was born to be a regular person and have a regular life. So rather than feeling
disappointed because I'm not like you, maybe you should accept who I am and love me anyway,
because I'm your son.

CIiff: Theo... that's the dumbest thing I've ever heard in my life! No wonder you get D's in
everything! You're afraid to try because you're afraid your brain is going to explode and it's going to
ooze out of your ears. Now I'm telling you, you are going to try as hard as you can. And you're going
to do it because I said so. [ am your father. I brought you into this world, and I'll take you out!

- The Cosby Show, Pilot (1984)




III. Bigldea

Because of the transforming power of God’s grace, let us live under our new authority,
with a new purpose, and in a new struggle.
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