an First Presbyterian

" Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who is
seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, ? a minister in the holy
places, in the true tent that the Lord set up, not man. * For every high priest is appointed
to offer gifts and sacrifices; thus it is necessary for this priest also to have something to
offer. * Now if he were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, since there are priests
who offer gifts according to the law. > They serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly
things. For when Moses was about to erect the tent, he was instructed by God, saying,
“See that you make everything according to the pattern that was shown you on the
mountain.” ¢ But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent
than the old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted on better promises.
7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion to look
for a second. @ For he finds fault with them when he says: “Behold, the days are coming,
declares the Lord, when | will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel and with
the house of Judah, ? not like the covenant that | made with their fathers on the day when
| took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt. For they did not continue
in my covenant, and so | showed no concern for them, declares the Lord.

19 For this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those days,
declares the Lord: | will put my laws into their minds, and write them on their hearts,

and | will be their God, and they shall be my people. " And they shall not teach, each
one his neighbor and each one his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all
know me, from the least of them to the greatest. '? For | will be merciful toward their
iniquities, and | will remember their sins no more.” ™ In speaking of a new covenant, he
makes the first one obsolete. And what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to
vanish away.

Hebrews 8:1-13 ESV
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God’s People Gather for Worship

By God's grace alone and to his glory alone, we exist to worship God in his greatness and his
holiness with Gospel-driven passion and integrity...” (excerpted from FPC Rome Mission Statement)

Preparing our Hearts

Prelude "l Know That My Redeemer Lives!”
Wilber Held
Ms. Faye Kesler

Welcome and Announcements

Declaring God'’s Praise
Call to Worship Psalm 27:4; Psalm 84:1-2, 10-12

Leader: One thing | ask of the Lord, this is what | seek:

All: that | may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the
beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his temple.

Leader: How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord Almighty!

All: My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh cry out
for the living God.

Leader: Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere;

All: | would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the
wicked.

Leader: For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord bestows favor and honor; no good
thing does he withhold from those whose walk is blameless.

All: O Lord Almighty, blessed is the man who trusts in you.

Hymn of Praise No. 225 "Come, Christians, Join to Sing”
MADRID

Affirming Our Faith

Affirmation of Faith

The Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead and buried.
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty:
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead:
| believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



Confessing Our Sins and Embracing Our Forgiveness

Prayer of Confession

O God, whose chosen dwelling is the heart that longs for your presence and humbly seeks
your love: we come to you to acknowledge and confess that we have sinned in thought
and word and deed; we have not loved you with all our heart and soul, with all our mind
and strength; we have not even loved our neighbor as ourselves. Deepen within us our
sorrow for the wrong we have done, or for the good we have left undone. But you, O
Lord, are full of compassion and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in mercy; there is
forgiveness with you. Restore to us the joy of your salvation; bind up that which is broken,
give light to our minds, strength to our wills, and rest to our souls. Speak to each of us the
word that we need, and let your word abide with us until it has conformed us to your holy
will. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

Hymn of Reflection No. 16 “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”
DIADEM

Offering Ourselves and Our Gifts to God
Peace and Greetings

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings "To God Be the Glory” arr. Mark Hayes
Chancel Choir
Dr. Aaron Rice, director
Ms. Jordan Walker, piano

Hearing God’s Word

Scripture Reading Hebrews 8:1-13 ESV

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
ALL: Thanks be to God!

Sermon “The Better Covenant”
Reverend Ken Chivers

Scattering as Christ’s Church

Hymn of Response No. 370 “Rejoice the Lord is King”
DARWALL

Commissioning and Benediction

Postlude “Prelude on Llanfair”
Robert J. Powell
Ms. Faye Kesler

God’s People Scatter to Live as Faithful, Fruitful Followers of Jesus Christ "il :
I




Pray for Our Church Leaders and Missionaries

Senior Pastor

Associate Pastor of Evangelism and Outreach

Associate Pastor of Family Ministries
Executive Director of Operations
Director of Adult Discipleship
Director of Seniors and Visitation
Assistant Pastor of Student Ministry

Co-Director of Student Ministry Jr. and Sr. High Girls
Co-Director of Student Ministry Jr. and Sr. High Boys

Director of Children’s Ministry
Director of Nursery Ministry

Missions Coordinator

Director of Classic Music Ministry
Classic Music Ministry Associate
Organist — Classic Service

Pianist — Classic Service

Director of Convergent Music Ministry
Director of Ministry Technology

CLASS OF 2023
Mr. Lynn Collier
Mr. Ryan Earnest
Mr. Ross Johnson
Mr. Tim Morgan
Mr. Alan Storey

CLASS OF 2023
Mr. David Abernathy
Mr. Larry Brown
Mr. Rusty Chadwick
Mr. Matt Claytor
Mr. Chris Congdon
Mr. Sam Echols
Mr. Cooper Evans
Mr. John Goodrich

Paul & Elizabeth Branch, EPC/ITEN — Guatemala
Wendi Combes, YoungLives — Rome GA

Cy & Diane Farmer, Cru

Judy Gill, Ethnos360 - Bolivia

Keith & Rita Haywood, OM

Kent Howard, FCA — Rome GA

Azim & Anar Janbakiyev, EPC — Muslim World
Guillermo & Debbie Mac Kenzie, EPC — Argentina
Nate & Shanna Mast, BlueSky - Kenya

Kirsten McClain, OMF

George & Martha Mixon, Serge — Kenya

Gregg & Julie Nicholson, United World Mission — Thailand

Wally & Barb Pouncy, Ethnos360

Wayne & Margaret-Elliotte Rebello, Serge - England
Julian & Melanie Reese, InterVarsity — UT Knoxville
Kaylee Sartorato, YWAM

THE CHURCH STAFF

Reverend Bill Pardue

Reverend Dr. Jonathan Schwartz

Reverend Ken Chivers
Mrs. Phyllis Pemerton

Mr. Rob Davis
Mr. Martin Foster

Reverend Jimmy Latham

Mrs. Jordan Orr
Mr. Caleb Sanders

Mrs. Andrea Sartorato

Mrs. Nell Milner

Mrs. Natalie Pettegrew

Doctor Aaron Rice
Ms. Judy Powell
Ms. Faye Kesler
Ms. Jordan Walker
Mr. Brandon Trapp

Mr

THE SESSION

CLASS OF 2024
Mr. Mike Garrett
Mr. Tommy Manning
Dr. Ryland Scott
Mr. Jonathan Whitley

. Keith King

THE BOARD OF DEACONS

CLASS OF 2024
Mr. Joey Beard
Mr. Brian Bojo
Mr. Justin Bruce
Mr. Patrick Cash
Mr. Andy Gates

Mr. Greg Glover
Mr. Harris York

TRUSTEES

Mr. King Askew  Mr. Walter Matthews

Mr. Charlie Williams

OUR MISSIONARIES

Rob & Sandy Shaffer, Entrust — Austria
Phil & Diane Thrash, EPC

David & Debbie Walker, EPC/OC - SE Asia

Stephen Woodworth, EPC/ITEN
Shawn & Lisa, EPC
John & Dawn, EPC/Pioneers — SE Asia

Randy & Martha, EPC/Frontiers — SE Asia

Jesse & Bobbie - North Asia

Tim & Karen, EPC/SEND - Muslim World

John & Carlene, EPC — Muslim World

Rob & Iris, EPC/Frontiers — Muslim World

Sean & Angie, EPC/Pioneers — Muslim World

Tim & Karen, EPC/Pioneers — Muslim World
Adger & Sandra, EPC — Muslim World/Refugees

Mike & Stephanie, EPC/ITEN
Atlanta Youth Project

billp@fpcrome.org
jonathans@fpcrome.org
kenc@fpcrome.org
phyllisp@fpcrome.org
robd@fpcrome.org
mfoster78@comcast.net
jimmyl@fpcrome.org
jordans@fpcrome.org
calebs@fpcrome.org
andreas@fpcrome.org
nellm@fpcrome.org
nataliep@fpcrome.org
aaronr@fpcrome.org
1ljcjpowell@att.net
If.kesler@yahoo.com
jordandwa@gmail.com
brandont@fpcrome.org
keithk@fpcrome.org

CLASS OF 2025
Dr. Paul Brock
Mr. Sandy Hosea
Dr. Dan Pate
Dr. Eddie Johnston
Mr. Charlie Williams

CLASS OF 2025
Mr. Garrett Cochran
Mr. Jim Dent
Mr. Josh Dollahite
Mr. Jeff Giddens
Mr. Paul Hillesheim
Mr. Nate King

Campus Outreach — Berry College
Community Kitchen — Rome GA

EPC World Outreach

Hands of Love - Bolivia

Power Ministry — Texas/Mexico

Family Resource Center — Rome GA
Good Neighbor Ministries - Rome GA
Habitat for Humanity — Rome GA
Haven Health Clinic - Rome GA
Hospitality House — Rome GA

Action Ministries — Rome GA
Salvation Army — Rome GA

Davies Homeless Shelter - Rome GA
Ruth & Naomi Shelter — Rome GA
Restoration Rome — Rome GA

Project 2028 Church Planting — EPC Presbytery of SE



