God’s People Gather for Worship
September 13, 2020
9:00 AM
“By God’s grace alone and to his glory alone, we exist to worship God in his greatness and his holiness
with Gospel-driven passion and integrity…” (excerpted from FPC Rome Mission Statement)

Preparing for Worship
Prelude

“My Shepherd Will Supply My
Need”
Mrs. Lane Rice, piano

Preparing Our Hearts

“At the River”
Aaron Copland

Mr. Matthew Dean, solo
Dr. Jerico Vasquez, piano

Welcome
Moment for Ministry

Pray for Me

Declaring God’s Praise
Call to Worship

Psalm 103:1-5

Hymn

“Come, Christians, Join to Sing”
MADRID

Come, Christians, join to sing
Alleluia! Amen!
Loud praise to Christ our King;
Alleluia! Amen!
Let all, with heart and voice,
Before His throne rejoice;
Praise is His gracious choice:
Alleluia! Amen!
Come, lift your hearts on high:
Alleluia! Amen!
Let praises fill the sky;
Alleluia! Amen!
He is our Guide and Friend;
To us He’ll condescend;
His love shall never end:
Alleluia! Amen!

Praise yet our Christ again,
Alleluia! Amen!
Life shall not end the strain;
Alleluia! Amen!
On heaven’s joyful shore
His goodness we'll adore,
Singing forevermore,
“Alleluia! Amen!”

Affirming Our Faith
The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead and buried.
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty:
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead:
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Confessing Our Sin and Embracing Our Forgiveness
Call to Confession
Corporate Prayer of Confession
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength. We have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us
amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Through Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Assurance of Divine Pardon

Anthem

“The Lord’s Prayer”
arr. Albert Hay Malotte

Mr. Matthew Dean, solo
Dr. Jerico Vasquez, piano

Hearing God’s Word
Scripture Reading

John 17:6-26

Sermon

“Jesus’ Prayer for FPC”
Dr. Jonathan Schwartz

Responding to God’s Worship and the Word
Offering Ourselves and Our Gifts to the Lord

Scattering as Christ’s Church
Hymn

“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”
BRADBURY

Savior, like a shepherd lead us,
Much we need Thy tender care;
In Thy pleasant pastures feed us,
For our use Thy folds prepare:
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Thou hast bought us, Thine we are;
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Thou hast bought us, Thine we are.
We are Thine, do Thou befriend us,
Be the Guardian of our way;
Keep Thy flock, from sin defend us,
Seek us when we go astray:
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Hear, O hear us when we pray;
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Hear, O hear us when we pray.
Thou hast promised to receive us,
Poor and sinful tho’ we be;
Thou hast mercy to relieve us,
Grace to cleanse and power to free:
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Early let us turn to Thee;
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
Early let us turn to Thee.
Early let us seek Thy favor;
Early let us do Thy will;
Blessed Lord and only Savior,
With Thy love our beings fill:
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,

Thou hast loved us, love us still;
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, Thou hast loved us, love us still.

Commissioning and Benediction
Postlude

“Standing on the Promises of God”
Mrs. Lane Rice, piano

God’s People Scatter to Live as Faithful, Fruitful Followers of Jesus Christ

Today’s Scripture
John 17:6-26 NIV
“I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours;
you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7Now they know that everything
you have given me comes from you. 8For I gave them the words you gave me and they
accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they be- lieved that
you sent me. 9I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have
given me, for they are yours. 10All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has
come to me through them. 11I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the
world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name—
the name you gave me—so that they may be one as we are one. 12While I was with them,
I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost
except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled.
13
“I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that
they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14I have given them your word and
the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world.
15
My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from
the evil one. 16They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17Sanctify them by the
truth; your word is truth. 18As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the
world. 19For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.
20
“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through
their message, 21that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in
you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22I have
given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: 23I in them
and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you
sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.
24
“Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my
glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the
world.
25
“Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know
that you have sent me. 26I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you
known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in
them.”
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