God’s People Gather for Worship

July 5, 2020
I1:00 AM

"By God's grace alone and to his glory alone, we exist to worship God in his greatness and his holiness
with Gospel—driven passion and integrity..."” (excerpted from FPC Rome Mission Statement)

Preparing for Worship

Gathering Song “Thy Mercy My God”

Thy mercy, my God, is the theme of my song,
The joy of my heart. and the boast of my tongue;
Thy free grace alone, from the first to the last,
Hath won my affections, and bound my soul fast.

Without Thy sweet mercy | could not live here,
Sin would reduce me to utter despair;
But, through Thy free goodness, my spirits revive,
And He that first made me still keeps me alive.

Thy mercy is more than a match for my heart,
Which wonders to feel its own hardness depart;
Dissolved by Thy goodness, | fall to the ground
And weep to the praise of the mercy I've found.

Great Father of mercies, Thy goodness | own,
And the covenant love of Thy crucified Son;
All praise to the Spirit, Whose whisper divine,
Seals mercy, and pardon, and righteousness mine.

Welcome and Announcements

Declaring God'’s Praise

Call to Worship Psalm 40

| waited patiently for the Lord to help me,
and he turned to me and heard my cry.
He lifted me out of the pit of despair,
out of the mud and the mire.
He set my feet on solid ground
and steadied me as | walked along.
He has given me a new song to sing,
a hymn of praise to our God.



Many will see what he has done and be amazed.
They will put their trust in the Lord.

Song “Cornerstone”

My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness
| dare not trust the sweetest frame
But wholly trust in Jesus' name

(chorus)
Christ alone, Cornerstone
Weak made strong in the Savior's love
Through the storm He is Lord, Lord of all

When darkness seems to hide His face
| rest on His unchanging grace
In every high and stormy gale
My anchor holds within the veil
My anchor holds within the veil

(chorus)

When he shall come with trumpet sound
Oh may | then in Him be found
Dressed in His righteousness alone
Faultless to stand before the throne

(chorus)

Confessing Our Sin and Embracing Our Forgiveness
Call to Confession

Corporate Prayer of Confession

Almighty God, we confess how hard it is to be your people.
You have called us to be the Church,

to continue the mission of Jesus Christ to a lost and broken world.

Yet we acknowledge we are more apathetic than active,
isolated than involved, callous than compassionate,
obstinate than obedient, legalistic than loving.

Gracious Lord, have mercy upon us and forgive our sins.
Remove the obstacles preventing us

from being your representatives to a world in desperate need of you.

Awaken our hearts to the promised gift of your Holy Spirit in us.

This we pray in Jesus’ powerful name. Amen.

Assurance of Divine Pardon



Offering Our Fellowship

Passing of the Peace
Interceding for God's World

Prayer for God's People, Work and World and the Lord’s Prayer

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Hearing God’'s Word
Scripture Reading

Ecclesiastes 3:1-15

Sermon “Father Time"”
Rev. Bill Pardue

Scattering as Christ’'s Church

Song "O Love That Will Not Let Me Go"

O Love that will not let me go, | rest my weary soul in Thee;
| give Thee back the life | owe, that in Thine ocean depths its flow
May richer fuller be.

O Light, that follow'st all my way, | yield my flick'ring torch to Thee;
My heart restores its borrowed ray, that in Thy sunshine's blaze its day,
May brighter, fairer be.

O Joy, that seekest me through pain, | cannot close my heart to Thee;
| trace the rainbow through the rain, and feel the promise is not vain,
That morn shall tearless be.

O Cross, that liftest up my head, | dare not ask to fly from thee;
| lay in dust life's glory dead, and from the ground there blossoms red,
Life that shall endless be -- Life that shall endless be.

Offering Ourselves and Our Gifts to the Lord

Commissioning and Benediction
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Today’s Scripture

Ecclesiastes 3:1-15 ESV

'For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:
2 a time to be born, and a time to die;

a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;

3 a time to kill, and a time to heal;

a time to break down, and a time to build up;

4 a time to weep, and a time to laugh;

a time to mourn, and a time to dance;

> a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together;
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;

% a time to seek, and a time to lose;

a time to keep, and a time to cast away;

7 a time to tear, and a time to sew;

a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;

8 a time to love, and a time to hate;

a time for war, and a time for peace.

? What gain has the worker from his toil? '° | have seen the business that God has given
to the children of man to be busy with. "' He has made everything beautiful in its time.
Also, he has put eternity into man's heart, yet so that he cannot find out what God has
done from the beginning to the end. '? | perceived that there is nothing better for them
than to be joyful and to do good as long as they live;'? also that everyone should eat
and drink and take pleasure in all his toil—this is God's gift to man.

"4 | perceived that whatever God does endures forever; nothing can be added to it, nor
anything taken from it. God has done it, so that people fear before him. '> That which
is, already has been; that which is to be, already has been; and God seeks what has
been driven away.




