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Vision for Worship

Natural understanding reveals that there is a God, who is lord and sovereign over
everything, who is good and does good to everyone, and who is therefore to be held
in awe, loved, praised, called upon, trusted in, and served with all our heart, soul,
and might. The acceptable way of worshiping the true God is established by God
himself. God’s revealed will so defines and outlines proper worship that neither the
imaginations and devices of men nor the suggestions of Satan are to be followed.
God is not to be worshiped under any visible representation or in any other way than
that prescribed in Holy Scripture. 

Religious worship is to be given to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and only to
him, not to angels, saints, or any other creature. Since the fall this worship must
involve a mediator, and there is no other mediator than Christ alone.

- WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH CHAPTER 21, 1-2

ROOTED IN REFORMED TRADITION

Foundational to the mission of FPC Rome is the proclamation that, “By God’s grace alone
and to his glory alone, we exist to worship God in his greatness and his holiness with
Gospel-driven passion and integrity…”

GOSPEL CENTERED
Our worship services are ordered in such a way that the Gospel story is proclaimed anew
each week through the elements of Word and sacrament, creed and confession, prayer
and song, with each service having its distinctive way of doing so. 

BIBLICALLY BASED

"But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship
the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship
him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth."

- John 4:23-24 



God’s People Gather for Worship

PREPARING OUR HEARTS FOR WORSHIP

Gathering Song                                                                                                     "Our Great God"

Welcome and Announcements

DECLARING GOD’S PRAISE
Affirmation of Faith                                                                     

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ His only
Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He
arose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the
Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Song of Praise                                                                    "All Creatures of Our God and King"

All creatures of our God and King, Lift up your voice and with us sing
O praise Him, Alleluia, Thou burning sun with golden beams.




Thou silver moon with softer gleam,
Oh praise him, Oh praise him, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 




Thou rushing wind that art so strong, Ye clouds that sail in heav'n along,
O praise Him, Alleluia, Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice.




Ye lights of evening, find a voice,
O praise Him, O praise Him, O Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.




Let all things their Creator bless, And worship Him in humbleness,
O praise Him, Alleluia, Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son. 




And praise the Spirit, Three in One,
O praise Him, O praise Him, O Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

CONFESSING OUR SIN AND EMBRACING OUR FORGIVENESS
Corporate Prayer of Confession                                                                     



Peace and Greetings

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings                                                                       "Same God"

OFFERING OUR FELLOWSHIP AND GIFTS

Song of Response                                                           "How Deep The Father's Love For Us"

How deep the Father's love for us, How vast beyond all measure,
That He should give His only Son, To make a wretch His treasure; 
How great the pain of searing loss, The Father turns His face away,

As wounds which mar the chosen One, Bring many sons to glory.



Behold the Man upon a cross, My sin upon His shoulders, 
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice, Call out among the scoffers;

It was my sin that held Him there, Until it was accomplished,
His dying breath has brought me life, I know that it is finished.




I will not boast in anything, no gifts, no powr's, no wisdom,
But I will boast in Jesus Christ, His death and resurrection;

Why should I gain from His reward? I cannot give an answer,
But this I know with all my heart, His wounds have paid my ransom.

Assurance of Pardon

Scripture Reading                                                                                            Exodus 20:1-17 ESV

HEARING GOD'S WORD

Merciful God, you made us in your image, with a mind to know you, a heart to love you, and a
will to serve you. But our knowledge is imperfect, our love inconsistent, our obedience
incomplete. Time after time, we fail to grow into your likeness. Our lives are cluttered, Lord
Jesus, by too many things and too much to do. We are driven by the need to succeed and
distracted from our calling to seek first your kingdom and your righteousness. Forgive us,
gracious God, and bring us back into the fullness of our covenant with you and one another.
Through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

And God spoke all these words, saying,  “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of slavery. “You shall have no other gods before me. “You shall not make for
yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. "You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I
the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third
and the fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who
love me and keep my commandments.



SCATTERING AS CHRIST'S CHURCH

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
All:  Thanks be to God!

Sermon                                                                                    "Delivered to Covenant Obedience"
 Dr. Bill Pardue

Invitation to the Table

Prayer of Confession

Words of Institution

Prayer of Consecration

Partaking of the Elements    

Song of Response                                                                                         "He Will Hold Me Fast"



CELEBRATING THE SACRAMENT

When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast;
When the tempter would prevail, He will hold me fast.
I could never keep my hold Through life’s fearful path;

For my love is often cold; He must hold me fast.



He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast;
For my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast.

“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless
who takes his name in vain. “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, and
do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any
work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock,
or the sojourner who is within your gates. For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea,
and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day
and made it holy. "Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the
LORD your God is giving you. “You shall not murder. “You shall not commit adultery. “You shall not
steal. “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. “You shall not covet your neighbor's
house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or
his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's.”



Commissioning and Benediction   

Those He saves are His delight, Christ will hold me fast;
Precious in His holy sight, He will hold me fast.

He’ll not let my soul be lost; His promises shall last;
Bought by Him at such a cost, He will hold me fast.



He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast;

For my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast.



For my life He bled and died, Christ will hold me fast;
Justice has been satisfied; He will hold me fast.

Raised with Him to endless life, He will hold me fast
‘Till our faith is turned to sight When He comes at last!



(chorus)

Song of Response                                                                                         "He Will Hold Me Fast"





Thank You for Worshiping with Us Today

OUR MISSION

to live together in authentic and loving fellowship, 
to make and mobilize disciples,
to share the Gospel in word and action locally and around the world, and
to serve sacrificially the community in which God has placed us.

By God’s grace alone and to His glory alone, the First Presbyterian Church of Rome exists to worship
God in His greatness and holiness with Gospel-driven passion and integrity, to know Jesus Christ in
his fullness, to be transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit, and to be united together as a
community of faith. 
In grateful response to the privilege of knowing God and being called according to His purpose, we
long to grow as faithful, fruitful followers of Jesus Christ. To this end, through joyful submission, we
will emphasize and strive as a corporate body:
 

* We acknowledge that Christ has given the church universal its ‘mission’ in the call to fulfill the Great Commission and honor the
Great Commandment. Our Mission Statement sets forth how our particular church, at this season and place, shall emphasize its
part in this greater, corporate calling.   Our Mission Statement is to serve as our means of testing and direction in particular
ministry without, in any way, limiting what God may otherwise do in leading us. It is subordinate to the Constitution of the
Evangelical Presbyterian Church, which consists of the Book of Order (comprised of The Book of Government, The Book of
Discipline and the Book of Worship), the Westminster Confession of Faith (including the Larger and Shorter Catechisms) and the
document “Essentials of Our Faith”.  In turn all of these documents are subordinate to Scripture, the supreme and final authority
on all matters on which it speaks.

LET'S CONNECT
If you are visiting with us today, we would love to have the opportunity to answer any questions you
may have about our ministries. Please fill out our Connect Card and our Connections team will contact
you. We look forward to connecting with you!

Ministry Opportunities: Discover how God has gifted you for His service and shows you potential areas
of service in the church and community. Complete our Serve Profile at www.fpcrome.org/serve.

ShelbyNext: Visit our church website for access to our giving platform, membership directory, calendar,
and more at www.fpcrome.org.

Sunday Mornings at FPC: We offer several Sunday studies for all ages. For a complete list visit our
website. 

Prayer Requests: To submit a Prayer Request for you or someone you know that is in need, you may do
so on our website, or you may contact the church office. If you would like to receive updated prayer
requests please contact Tracy Dupree at tracyd@fpcrome.org. 

Missions: FPC supports several local and global missions. For more details please visit our website or
contact Mr. Rob Davis at robd@fpcrome.org. 



Pray for Our Church Leaders

CHURCH STAFF

THE SESSION

CLASS OF 2023
Mr. Lynn Collier
Mr. Ryan Earnest
Mr. Ross Johnson
 Mr. Tim Morgan
Mr. Alan Storey

CLASS OF 2024
Mr. Mike Garrett

Mr. Tommy Manning
Dr. Ryland Scott

Mr. Jonathan Whitley

CLASS OF 2025
Dr. Paul Brock

Mr. Sandy Hosea
Dr. Dan Pate

Dr. Eddie Johnston
Mr. Charlie Williams

TRUSTEES

CLASS OF 2023
Mr. David Abernathy

Mr. Larry Brown
Mr. Rusty Chadwick

Mr. Matt Claytor
Mr. Chris Congdon

Mr. Sam Echols
Mr. Cooper Evans
Mr. John Goodrich

CLASS OF 2024
Mr. Joey Beard
Mr. Brian Bojo

Mr. Justin Bruce
Mr. Patrick Cash
Mr. Andy Gates
Mr. Greg Glover
Mr. Harris York

CLASS OF 2025
Mr. Garrett Cochran

Mr. Jim Dent
Mr. Josh Dollahite
Mr. Jeff Giddens

Mr. Paul Hillesheim
Mr. Nate King

THE BOARD OF DEACONS

Mr. Charlie Williams

Dr. Bill Pardue
Dr. Jonathan Schwartz
Rev. Ken Chivers
Rev. Jimmy Latham
Mrs. Phyllis Pemerton
Mr. Rob Davis
Mr. Martin Foster
Mrs. Jordan Orr
Mr. Caleb Sanders
Mrs. Andrea Sartorato
Mrs. Nell Milner
Dr. Timothy Renner
Mr. Brandon Trapp
Ms. Judy Powell
Ms. Faye Kesler
Ms. Jordan Walker

Senior Pastor
Associate Pastor Evangelism and Outreach
Associate Pastor Family Ministry
Assistant Pastor Student Ministry
Executive Director of Operations
Director of Adult Discipleship and Missions
Director Seniors and Visitation
Co-Director Student Ministries, Girls
Co-Director Student Ministries, Guys
Director of Children's Ministry
Director of Nursery Ministry
Director of Classic Music Ministry
Director of Convergent Music Ministry
Classic Music Ministry Associate
Organist - Classic Music Ministry
Pianist - Classic Music Ministry

billp@fpcrome.org
jonathans@fpcrome.org
kenc@fpcrome.org
jimmyl@fpcrome.org
phyllisp@fpcrome.org
robd@fpcrome.org
mfoster78@comcast.net
jordans@fpcrome.org
calebs@fpcrome.org
andreas@fpcrome.org
nellm@fpcrome.org
timothyr@fpcrome.org
brandont@fpcrome.org
1jcjpowell@att.net
lf.kesler@yahoo.com
jordanwa@gmail.com

Mr. King Askew   Mr. Walter Matthews 


